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What It Is:

Kerrching – Youth Opportunity Fund aims to provide opportunities for young people in their leisure time that will improve positive outcomes for children and young people living in Oldham.
The fund is for activities specifically for children and young people aged 8-19 (or up to age 25 if the young people have additional needs).  It is managed by young people from Oldham Youth Council, who will be making decisions about the allocation of funds.

Kerrching Awards
We have the opportunity to award grants to youth and community groups within Oldham in the form of the Kerrching Grants.  We are offering a maximum of £5000 to groups in order to enhance ‘Things to Do and Places to Go’.  We are particularly looking for projects that have a direct impact on improving health outcomes for young people.
We are inviting nominations from all types of non-profit organisations who currently offer activities and opportunities for positive engagement with young people in Oldham.
Aims and Priorities of the Funding:
The main aim of the funding is to increase and improve things to do and places to go for young people during their leisure time within Oldham.
Successful applications will demonstrate that they address at least one of the following priority outcomes for children and young people in Oldham:

· Enables to achieve aspirations and expectations

· Enables young people to be ready for work and lifelong learning

· Enables young people to lead healthier and more active lifestyles

· Enables young people to be involved in meaningful, enjoyable and positive activities

· Enables young people to participate in decision making processes that affect their lives
· Enables young people to be safer from harm

Successful applications will also demonstrate they have a direct benefit to young people’s individual outcomes.  In particular: 

· Improved physical health

· Increased resilience and determination

· Increased confidence

· Increased creativity

· Increased communication skills

· Improved emotional well being

· Increased positive citizenship

· Increased planning and problem solving skills

Criteria for the Funding:
Applications must demonstrate how they meet at least ONE of the priority outcomes and can benefit young participants in at least ONE of the young people’s individual outcomes.  You must clearly demonstrate within the application form how this activity / project will contribute to the outcomes. 
	The activity applied for must be for the benefit of young people who live in Oldham.



Applications will only be considered from organisations that are constituted, part of a statutory organisation or community groups, with an appropriate group bank account. 
Applicants from the voluntary, community or faith sector must hold the Quality in Action Award (previously the Children and Young People’s Alliance Award) via Oldham Together, or agree to achieve the award as a condition of the grant (contact details will be passed to Adele Thomson at Action Together). 
The Quality in Action Award is Oldham’s locally recognised quality assurance framework for voluntary, community and faith organisations working with children and young people.

This can be used by organisations to enable them to demonstrate that they meet a set of minimum standards when working with children and young people.

By working through the Quality in Action Award management file, organisations can develop their policies, procedures and ways of working in the following key areas: 

· Organisational Governance

· Safeguarding

· Safer Recruitment and Staffing

· Health and Safety

· Equal Opportunities

· Promotion and Partnerships

· Finance

By achieving the Quality in Action Award, organisations meet the requirements for signing up to Oldham’s Local Safeguarding Children Board Compact.  This is a requirement for any commissioning opportunities and many external grant funding opportunities.

The Quality in Action Award is recognised locally by Oldham’s Better Start in Life Partnership and will enable organisations to demonstrate that they meet the minimum quality standard for working with children and young people.
We will not fund the following:
· Individuals – the application must be for a group of young people (6 or more)

· Activities that take place outside the United Kingdom, e.g. overseas trips (unless you are applying for partial funding towards a uniformed organisation convention / British Council funded youth exchange)

· Management costs to the supporting organisation

· Administrative costs to the supporting organisation

· Equipment, unless it is directly essential to the activity to be undertaken

· Training costs for staff

· Activities delivered within the core school timetable

· Projects that promote a religion or a political view
· Purchase of vehicles or maintenance costs for vehicles

· Costs relating to existing core budgets (must be additional, we cannot fund things that are already funded)

How Can We Apply?
Applications are welcomed for any non-profit organisations or youth groups which are currently offering and delivering positive activities to young people in Oldham.  The group must have a constitution or be part of a statutory organisation. 
All applications will be reviewed and assessed by members of Oldham Youth Council before any money is allocated.   If you are successful, you will then be asked to complete a further form providing details of your group, its governance arrangements, bank account details, monitoring and evaluation processes, policies and procedures.
	Please be aware that if you are successful, we will be unable to process your funding until all the above information has been received and checked.




Reason(s) Why We May Reject an Application:
If your application is not successful, we will inform you in writing explaining why your application has been rejected.  Examples of this are:
· If we feel the activity or project is dangerous and the relevant safeguards are not in place
· The money is to be used to duplicate an existing project
· The application does not clearly demonstrate how it meets the priority outcomes for young people
· There is insufficient information on the application form 
· The project impact is too limited
· The proposal did not fully meet the requirement of the grant
· The application was not filled out correctly

· The project plan did not provide enough detail
· The application form was incomplete
· The budget was not realistically detailed or represented value for money or provided adequate detail
· You requested funding for equipment or activity that is not well enough justified

· All the grant money has been allocated
To Apply:  

Please complete the application form, providing as much information as possible.  Completed forms should be emailed to rahila.karamat@oldham.gov.uk
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Application Form
Group / Organisation Details
	Name of Group / Organisation 

	

	What activities do the group / organisation currently offer?

	

	Where are you based?

	

	Do you hold the Quality in Action Award?  If yes, please provide the date awarded.

	

	Contact Details:  

Please provide the name and contact details for the person leading this application.

	Name:
	

	Position in the Organisation:
	

	Address:
	

	Telephone Number:
	

	Email Address:
	

	Activity / Project Details

	How much money are you applying for?  (Up to a maximum of £5000)

	

	How many young people will directly benefit from the activity / project? (you will be asked to evidence this in you evaluation)
	How many young people could indirectly benefit from the activity / project? (you will be asked to evidence this in your evaluation)

	
	

	What age range are the young people who will be participating?

	


	Why do you feel this activity / project is needed?

	


	What is the overall aim of the activity / project?

	


	How will the activity / project contribute to the priority outcomes listed below? (You do not need to complete for each outcome, only those related to the project you are delivering.)

	Priority Outcome
	How does this activity / project contribute to 

achieving the Priority Outcome

	· Enables young people to achieve aspirations and expectations
	

	· Enables young people to be ready for work and lifelong learning
	

	· Enables young people to lead healthier and more active lifestyles
	

	· Enables young people to be involved in enjoyable and positive activities 
	

	· Enables young people to participate in decision making processes that effect their lives
	

	· Enables young people to be safer from harm


	


	How will the activity / project contribute to the young people’s individual outcomes listed below? (You do not need to complete for each outcome, only those related to the project you are delivering.)

	Individual Outcome
	How does this activity / project contribute to 

achieving the Individual Outcome

	· Improved physical health
	

	· Increased resilience and determination
	

	· Increased confidence
	

	· Increased creativity 
	

	· Increased communication skills
	

	· Improved emotional well being
	

	· Increased positive citizenship
	

	· Increased planning and problem solving skills
	


	How will you evaluate if the project has been successful?

	


	Project Start Date
	
	Project End Date
	

	
	

	Please provide a brief plan of how the activity / project will be delivered (include key milestones, timetable and description of the activity)

	Date
	Activity / Project

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Please provide details of the budget for the activity / project you are applying for.

	Budget Item
	Supplier
	Amount

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Have you secured match funding or funding ‘in kind’ for this activity / project?

If yes, please provide details.

	


Application Checklist:  (please complete)  

	
	You have completed all sections of the application form


	
	Provided a brief plan of the activity / project that includes a timetable of activity


	
	Completed a clear budget breakdown that details all the relevant costs


	
	That delivery of the activity / project will be completed by 31 March 2019 at the latest


	
	You have a relevant bank account in place


	Declaration

	I/We confirm that the information given in the sections above is accurate and honest.

	I/We understand that additional information may be required to confirm the content of this application.

	Signed:
	
	Date:
	


All application forms should be emailed to rahila.karamat@oldham.gov.uk no later than 3.00pm on Friday 01 June 2018.  Nominations will be reviewed by members of Oldham Youth Council week commencing 04 June 2018.  We anticipate that successful projects will be notified week commencing 18 June 2018.
If you have a query or require further information please contact 0161 770 3116.
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